by the references to his psychological cruelty (keeping *his
Biblical bearing rein . . . incessantly busy') but, even more
shockingly, the Epilogue concentrates on the son's response
and ends triumphantly with his manifesto of emancipation:

No compromise, it is seen, was offered; no proposal of a truce
would have been acceptable. It was a case oPE very thing or Nothing*;
and thus desperately challenged, the young man's conscience threw
off once for all the yoke of his ^dedication', and as respectfully as he
could, without parade or remonstrance, he took a human being's
privilege to fashion his inner life for himself.37

The manifest intention of the work is to end with the Vic-
torian panegyric to the eminent patriarch: unique and noble.
At this critical and falsifying moment in the book I suggest that
the unconscious thrust of the whole volume broke through the
surface and made itself dramatically visible. The deeper purpose
of the book was to justify the son's act of freedom. I also
suspect that the emotional ambivalence was so great in Gosse
that he failed to notice the shocking contradiction between the
first and the last paragraph of the Epilogue. Yet, emotionally,
dynamically, autobiographically, it is the necessary and moving
culmination of the book. Our second reading of the text places
the author's conscious intentions to one side and claims that the
book is not primarily a study of two temperaments with an
inductive approach to knowledge, but rather that it is the
autobiographical account of how one of those temperaments,
following the innate tendencies of its own nature, frees itself
from submission to the other.

Such a definition of the main, if buried, purpose of the
work, suggests a further but related way of interpreting the
text. It can be read, as many other autobiographies, as a quest
for individuation. Father and Son shows, perhaps more consist-
ently than anything else, those stages of inner growth which
make possible the eventual emancipation from the all-
encompassing puritanical environment. 'Certain leading features
in each human soul are inherent to it and cannot be accounted
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